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Europe, drove a wedge into the heart of the German Con-
federacy by constituting the central kingdoms o£ Bavaria
and Wurtemberg and the duchy of Baden into the separate
4 Confederacy of the Rhine ', and thus separated Prussia to
the North and Austria to the South. He himself became
the protector of this new confederacy (1806-1813), But by
• this act he had unconsciously aroused the spirit of German
patriotism which ultimately brought about his ruin.* In
1813 the rise of Germany broke the Confederacy of the
Rhine.
Although the Congress of Vienna failed to revivify the
old German Empire in 1815, the German states formed
themselves into the German Confederation composed o£
thirty-nine states, big as well as small. The presidency of
the Confederation went to Austria and the Vice Presidency
to Prussia. There was established a Diet of Agents or
ambassadors of the various component states, who voted
according to the instructions they received from their respec-
tive states. The Diet could declare war, conclude peace,
organise the common army of the Confederation, and decide
all disputes arising between the member states. But it had
no officers to execute its commands and the administration
of its laws was entirely left to the states themselves.
In case of a recalcitrant state refusing to act, the Diet could
further progress, for it reduced the number of possible partners in con-
federation and provided fewer opportunities for foreign intrigues." Newton,
* Federal and Onified Constitutions', p. 28.
* " The Wars of Napoleon did a great deal more than to suppress
petty principalities and give rise to a clumsy confederation. They awakened
a sense of Geman nationality." Lowell. Governments and Parties in Conti-
nental Europe,' Vol. 1, p. 236.
" Despite the ease with which he at first divided Germany in order
to conquer it, Napoleon discovered at last that he had himself aroused there
a national feeling which was to'cast him out and ruin him. In 1813
Germany rose, the Confederacy of the Khine went to pieces, and all
Napoleon's plans were undone." Wilson,» The State,1 p. 444,

